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The World We Desire 
to Create 


THE Most REv. THOMAS L. WILLIAMS 
ARCHBISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM 


Reprinted from Tue LisTENER. 


NTIL we have won the war, the only people who 

can confidently say what sort of world we shall 
have to face are prophets and astrologers; and their 
success in predicting the course of the war has not 
been so great as to give us much confidence in their 
post-war predictions. I suppose we may say that 
there will be economic exhaustion, political confusion, 
and physical distress. But for the rest, we are in God’s 
hands, and very good hands they are. So let us leave 
it there, and try to see what sort of world we should 
like to create if we could. 


RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE 


Let us begin with the simplest unit of the world, the 
individual human being, man or woman, you or me. 
What should we like? We are not important people; 
no one cares much about our doings. But what would 
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help us most in life would be a general recognition of 
the dignity of every human personality; a high value 
set Gil Man as man, not for what he succeeds in doing, 
but for what he is; a respect for human life is the 
most sacred thing in any nation. 

From the individual we pass to the unit of society 
into which man is born, his family. This is the primary 
unit of society, the family: father, mother and child; 
a small society but a true one, nature’s unit on which 
the strength of society depends. The family does not 
arise from merely sexual or parental instinct; these 
exist among animals. But the family needs discipline 
and moral effort; it is something higher, something 
which requires responsibility on the part of the father, 
chastity and self-sacrifice on the part of the mother 
and obedience and discipline on the part of the chil- 
dren. But it is the dynamic force of society, the source 
of continuity and permanence. And the restoration of 
true strong family life is a thing which all will agree 
is necessary. In these days the State often tries to 
take the place of the family; but such a thing is un- 
natural. The State can neither take the place of the 
family nor can it do without it. We should like the 
State to use all its resources and power to protect and 
encourage the family. Housing policy, education, tax- 
ation can, and should be, directed to encourage the 
family instead of hindering it. Practices which harm 
family life should be forbidden by the State. A family 
wage, i.e. sufficient to keep a man and his wife and 
family in reasonable comfort, ought to be the first 
charge on every industry. 

When we pass from the individual and the family 
to larger units of society, to the industries and occu- 
pations by which we earn our living, I fancy many will 
agree with me that modern industry is suffering from 
the loss of a very vital element, namely, the old per- 
sonal relations between employer and employed. I 
don’t know whether these can be restored. But I feel 
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sure that the horrible impersonality of most industrial 
concerns, and the control which is in the hands of a few 
men whose names even are not always known, lead to 
these industries being organized for the private profit 
of shareholders and directors rather than for the 
service of the nation or the good of the workmen em- 
ployed. 

The finest comradeship I have ever seen was that 
during the last war amongst the men who shared the 
hardships and dangers of the trenches. That sort of 
comradeship has during this war extended to hundreds 
of thousands of civilians; we become wonderfully kind 
to one another when each of us knows that it may be 
his or her turn next to suffer from the next night bomb- 
ing. It has taken the common danger of a horrible 
war to produce this fine fellowship. But can’t we 
manage to keep it after the war, even when the danger 
has passed? It is the real brotherhood of man, and 
it ought to exist in all man’s activities, especially in 
industry. There is no reason from the nature of 
things why only those who provide the é¢apital should 
control an industry, and not share control with those 
who provide the labor. I know that sometimes the 
operatives have no desire to share in the direction of 
an industry; but I can’t help thinking that it would 
be good for both sides if the employes were made to 
share in the responsibility of directing industry as is 
sometimes done: it would be true comradeship. A liv- 
ing wage for the workmen ought to be the first charge 
on every industry. And subject to the payment of this 
wage to all employes, and of a reasonable interest on 
the money lent by shareholders, the directors of every 
industry should be made to realize that their business 
is to provide the best possible article at the lowest pos- 
sible price, instead of making enormous profits because 
they have a monopoly. 

And when we pass on to consider the whole com- 
munity, the nation composed of these large industrial 
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groups, the first thing to be remembered is that there 
is nothing abstract or impersonal about the State, 
though people often write about it as though there 
were. The State or the government exists for the 
people, not the people for the State. We do not belong 
to the State, the State belongs to us and exists for 
our service and our benefit. And this is true whether 
the ruling power is in the hands of an absolute mon- 
arch, or a few select statesmen, or houses of repre- 
sentatives. It is the business of the State to govern the 
people in the best interests of the people themselves. 
When rulers see clearly that a certain measure is abso- 
lutely necessary for the good of the nation it is their 
duty to have the courage of their convictions and to 
insist on it, even if it means the risk of their losing 
office. When they deal with other nations weaker than 
themselves, they should remember that might is not 
right, and that the nation has the same sort of duties 
to other nations that one human being has to others; 
that justice and brotherly love are as necessary be- 
tween nations as between men. For we are all men, 
and we are all brothers. Well, are we? And if so, why 
are we? The only reasonable ground for the brother- 
hood of man is the fatherhood of God. 


Gop’s LAws Must BE OBEYED 


And that brings us to the fundamental difficulty 
in creating such a society as I am trying to describe. 
Everything depends on man’s recognition of the one 
truth that God is our Father: and men will not recog- 
nize it. The evils of the present world are due to the 
failure of nations and peoples to obey the laws of God. 
And God’s laws are not arbitrary commands invented 
to make life more difficult. They are rather like the 
maker’s instructions issued with a new car. If you 
don’t keep water in the radiator or oil in the engine, 
the machine refuses to work; and if we do not obey 
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the laws which God our Maker has made for our good, 
society cannot run peacefully or smoothly. 

Selfishness is the enemy too strong in most of us to 
be overcome by anything short of the horrors of war. 
It destroys international peace, industrial peace, and 
family peace. If we could abolish it the world would 
be peaceful. But what motive is there that is powerful 
enough to overcome it? Well, the unselfish people are 
usually those who have a strong sense of their re- 
sponsibility to God for the way in which they treat 
their fellowmen. They remember that they will have 
to answer to Him for what they do to their fellow men; 
that when they are judged, the Son of God will consider 
everything that they have done to their fellow men 
as having been done personally to Him: “So long as 
you did it to one of these my least brethren, you did 
it to Me,” He will say. And the remembrance of this 
is a strong motive to overcome selfishness and greed. 
This is why there will only be real peace in the world 
when men acknowledge their duty to God, and only real 
brotherly love when the principles of the Christian 
religion are made the foundation of national policy 
and of all social life. 


Men don’t always recognize this; they think that 
they can go on being kind to their fellow men, even 
though they ignore God. But they are wrong. Men 
cannot ignore God without going wrong on every- 
thing else, because He is man’s Maker and His laws 
are the Maker’s instructions for mankind. You may 
remember the late G. K. Chesterton’s advice to those 
seeking lodgings: “Don’t ask the landlady about the 
price of her rooms. Ask her about her view of the 
universe, and if her view of the universe is right, the 
price of her rooms will be right too.” If we are right 


on our duty to God, everything else in the world will 
be right too. 












Race Prejudice 


Dr. Louis T. ACHILLE 
Reprinted from the Franciscan Heratp anp Forum 


E, in the United States, form a world biologically 

no less composite than the world of Saint Paul and 
Saint Francis. No differences of language, less serious 
divergences of religion, separate us. No perilous voy- 
ages are needed to bring us closer to our fellow crea- 
tures of a different physical aspect. 

But we hasten to build up formidable taboos and 
myths on purely secondary traits of our fellow men, in 
order to hide from ourselves their respectable, prim- 
ary, fundamental features. In order perhaps to evade 
some of our duties to these other creatures made in 
the image of God, we subtly depict them to ourselves 
under features other than those of God or even of man. 

If we can so easily fail to recognize in others the 
sacred image of God, or even the dignity of the human 
personality, one may well wonder whether we are truly 
aware of the realities in ourselves. 

So do race prejudice, and class or national prejudices 
distort and blind our Christian and human perspec- 
tives. With this gorgon barring the avenues of human 
relationship, we wonder how long we shall keep our 
hearts from turning into stone, into stone which may 
well prove refractory even to the fire of Divine love. 

The maze of habits, customs and laws wrought by 
race prejudice is well known, as are their social and 
economic consequences. Our concern here is with the 
ravages done to the Christian conscience, and the delay 
thus created for the establishment of an Evangelical 
and Franciscan brotherhood among men in this 
country. 

Let us present successively the Negro and the white 
sides of the situation. 
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NEGRO CONSCIENCE WARPED TO ONE EXTREME 


First, the Negroes who bear the stigma of race 
prejudice, often develop traits that are unfavorable to 
Christian or even human growth, especially those who, 
having received intellectual training, are more aware 
of the ban set up against them. 


Because of the emphasis placed on race by the domi- 
nant group, the Negro minority, which does borrow its 
standards from the majority, will develop a false sense 
of values, giving primary importance to details that 
are quite incidental. The color of the complexion, the 
quality of the hair of a person, will be often taken as a 
sign of human superiority, or as a title to greater or 
lesser deference and outer regard. Furthermore, the 
disadvantages and shame attached to Negroid charac- 
teristics will cause some Negroes to dislike these in 
themselves, to make an effort to get rid of them, thereby 
defacing the work of God in their own person. 


Again, the daily pressure of prejudice and insult 
often destroys in the victims the sense of their dignity 
as human beings, the sense of self-respect. Unable to 
put up a fight for each insult received, and there are 
many, some may get used to being trampled upon, and 
sheepishly stoop, forgetting how to stand erect. With 
little respect for themselves as God made them, one 
can hardly expect these persons to have reverence for 
other Negroes as God made them. Hence the failure of 
certain outstanding and courageous Negroes to find a 
following among their own people. 

The obstacles set up against the race in the com- 
munity and the country will cause some young Negroes 
to shun progress and self-improvement. Why try so 
hard to be good, or better, if you are not going to be 
recognized anyway except as “just a Negro!” Thus 
do the ideals of human success and Christian perfec- 
tion often fail to have an appeal to those whose efforts 
ultimately crash against the stone wall of prejudice. 
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Hence also a bitter or complacent cynicism, a cold 
skepticism, about the practicality of moral virtue, 
a lack of idealism and confidence in human nature, 
which one usually finds only among certain old, dis- 
appointed persons. It comes very early in the life of 
a Negro. 

Again, as a Negro is despised as a moral person but 
welcomed as a consumer, he will seek compensation in 
the ownership, the use, and even the abuse of material 
goods, thus often developing a materialism and sensu- 
alism to which human nature, as a whole, is sufficiently 
prone. Hence some of the luxury and gaytime, the 
wasteful spending, and the like, noticeable in well-to-do 
Negroes, who are barred from the more refined in- 
tellectual and artistic pleasures of the community. 


WARPED TO THE OTHER EXTREME 


This gayety, however, does not always suffice to 
cover up the deep bitterness and sadness of disappoint- 
ment in a race known for its capacity for laughter. 
Among the educated Negroes, there is developing at 
present a mask of bitter, tense resentment, suspicion 
and distrust, which is almost a sign of national identi- 
fication among Negro peoples the world over. It is 
the result of numerous invisible slaps in the face of 
their personalities. This is truly pathetic. An extreme 
sensitiveness often accompanies this, which makes or- 
dinary human relations within the group itself a deli- 
cate task. 

But, all Negroes do not take it lying down, as the 
phrase goes. Innate human dignity and the natural 
sense of one’s rights will drive some to rebellion and 
defiance against the oppressor. An unusual aggres- 
siveness and arrogance will be shown any white per- 
son, even when the latter entertains good brotherly 
intentions. For the latter it is rather discouraging. 
Negroes who by nature and training are courteous and 
polite among their own, will blindly, and sometimes 
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wilfully, show discourtesy and rudeness to a white 
person, even at the expense of their own peace of mind. 
and heart. 

In those hearts hatred is creeping, a powerful handi- 
cap to the development of a Christian personality. 
Especially those who were first ready and willing to 
love their white neighbor, will now hate as cordially 
as they would have loved. Hatred eats up these finer 
hearts, plays havoc within these more gifted person- 
alities. 

Race has been a constant nightmare, darkening the 
light of day. Race will become a criterion according 
to which one will be kind or unkind, polite or rude, 
human or inhuman, Christian or Satanic. Whole lives 
are thus poisoned by the daily actual or potential of- 
fense or prejudice, and by the poison which is thus 
secreted in the hateful heart. The invisible weapon of 
racial scorn makes a deep wound, creates an unhealthy 
state in the whole personality, sometimes the whole 
environment, which only the great Healer can remove 
and cure. 

This somber picture of the Negro ghetto’s soul is not 
general, nor wholly characteristic of every member of 
the race. It must, however, be said that it takes a 
philosopher, a hero, or a saint to emerge triumphant 
from such handicaps, or retain the innocence, purity 
and health which we all notice in Negro children who 
have not yet cast their eyes on the gorgon of race dis- 
crimination. 


CATHOLIC NEGRO IN A DILEMMA 


Among his own race, the Negro Catholic has a par- 
ticularly difficult position. To other Negroes he is at 
the same time an object of moral respect and envy, 
and of contempt. He is subtly disapproved of for not 
withdrawing from a Church predominantly white, 
which, in some parts of the country, seats him in the 
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rear pews, and denies him the actual social brother- 
hood which is proclaimed within the safe enclosure 
of the church building. He is considered as a man 
easily fooled, or devoid of self-respect. 

This explains the tragic cases of educated, dignified 
Negro Catholics who will worship at home on Sundays 
rather than attend Mass in their community, where 
they are segregated either into the rear seats of the so- 
called white church, or into the wholly so-called col- 
ored church. With human laziness and lukewarmness 
helping, some will entirely lose the Faith and com- 
pletely withdraw from the Fold, where they do not 
want to be treated as pariahs. This is all the more 
serious as it happens usually among the wide-awake 
and college-trained Negroes, who would be of the 
greatest service to the Church if treated with Christian 
charity. 

All of this is tragic. But of course, it is not entirely 
excusable. We know of the persecution which the 
members of our Faith have had to resist through the 
centuries. The examples of the saints and martyrs 
should be an inspiration. Perhaps Negro Catholics 
would still go to church, insulted or not insulted, if 
they loved God more than their racial selves. But we 
cannot demand from everyone, certainly not from a 
whole race, the heroism of sanctity or martyrdom. 


THE WHITE MAN’S CONSCIENCE 


Turning briefly to the white side of the picture, I 
want only to mention how a prejudiced mind sets a 
price on the wrong things, such as biological traits, 
social origin, and the like—all things of which there 
is reason neither to be proud nor ashamed. Also, such 
a mind will blind itself to the beauty and sacredness 
of God’s handiwork if it appears colored in black or 
brown. It will entertain a false conception of the 
human fact, the human family, not to speak of the 
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Christian brotherhood. It will classify human beings 
made in the image of God, as one does horses or 
chickens, according to breeds. 

Seldom will a white person hate a colored person: 
he does not need to. But in my own country, which, as 
I am a native of Martinique, is the free soil of France, 
I remember having unmeaningly spoiled the evening 
of pleasure of some foreign tourists, who could not 
overcome their surprise and indignation at the fact 
that there, in my own nation, I was a free man, a mere 
man, not “just a Negro.” 

Lastly, when there is hate in such a heart, we have 
the floggings and the lynchings, where horrible human 
traits are brought forth and crystallized in persons in 
whom they could not be suspected to exist. Also, as was 
recently demonstrated at a scholarly gathering in a 
Massachusetts town, hatred will wreck the personality, 
distort the intellectual functions, and close many ave- 
nues of receptivity to life. The intolerant person may 
become completely enslaved by his own destructive 
behavior. 

One can now easily see what obstacles exist to the 
free flow of Christian charity between the two groups 
discussed, and within each soul susceptible to race 
prejudice. 


OuR SAVIOUR’S OPPORTUNITY 


Let us now turn to our Saviour, and to the Mirror 
of Perfection, Saint Francis, and see what is to be done 
to remedy all this unwholesomeness. 

This country has immense resources and infinite 
possibilities for Christian development. With so many 
different racial and cultural elements in its popula- 
tion, what a unique opportunity it has to practise 
neighborly love, the difficult task of loving those who 
are not like our dear selves! The grievances on either 
side are many, but what a unique opportunity to prac- 
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tise the forgiveness of injuries! For the white person 
it will be harder perhaps, but what a unique oppor- 
tunity to learn the true sense of Catholicity! 

A young white woman, recently converted to the 
Catholic Faith, confessed to a friend of mine, this, 
which is truly admirable, truly Franciscan: “The 
first time that I was fully conscious of my Catholicity 
was on Good Friday, when I kissed the Crucifix after 
an old colored woman. If I had not been a Catholic, I 
would not have done it.” Once, riding along a high- 
road, Saint Francis met a leper, and instead of spur- 
ring his horse on, he alighted and kissed the afflicted 
one, and his heart was filled with supernatural joy. 
But I should not compare! 

For the Negroes, Christian treatment is the only 
cure, to my knowledge, which will completely and 
soundly restore health, ensure the right solution of the 
race problem. If it were not so, Christianity would not 
be the true religion. 


ANIMA NATURALITER FRANCISCANA 


And from a Franciscan point of view, what a bless- 
ing! For, in my opinion, Negroes have in their tem- 
perament and culture some traits which one might 
call already Franciscan, or at least proto-Franciscan. 

Let me mention briefly that they are largely the 
poor, the poverelli of the United States, although they 
are unwillingly and unjustly so, and do not derive 
from poverty its spiritual blessings. Nevertheless, re- 
gardless of how and why they become poor, the fact 
is that they already are physically in a state which 
Saint Francis sought and blessed. They are the 
minores, the little ones, the lowly people, the for- 
gotten ones, those near whom no one wants to sit in 
the street-car, but like whom Francis chose to live 
with. What a program for his disciples! 

Again, in spite of hardships, Negroes are joyful and 
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simple, full of touching intimacy with God and Christ, 
as is shown in their famous spirituals and in the great 
classic, The Green Pastures. They have a warmth of 
heart and word, a sense of wide hospitality, a readi- 
ness to sing and dance, which would have delighted 
Saint Francis. 

A rural people at large, they still possess the sim- 
plicity of life and thought, the closeness to nature, 
which are so typical of our Seraphic father. It has 
always been my personal regret that the Negro masses 
of the cotton fields and the plantations do not come in 
greater contact with Franciscan spirituality. Person- 
ally again, I owe to this spirituality the joy of escap- 
ing a certain Jansenism still diffused in France and 
in her older colonies, and to be allowed to love God 
without having to stop singing, stop loving nature, 
and having to put on a stern face. I wish that the 
Negro masses, and others, could receive this message 
instead of some of the doubtful doctrines which the 
majority of them hear from unorthodox preachers. 


Our OPPORTUNITY 


From this rapid picture of the interracial situation, 
it is fairly obvious that there lies an immense and 
imperative task here for the lay Christian apostolate. 
The clergy is doing its share, but this is not sufficient. 
Here is a chance for Catholic Action, for Tertiary 
workers to help. 

The presence of thirteen million Negroes in this 
predominantly white country is either a scourge or a 
blessing. If it must remain a scourge, we still all have 
to work out our eternal salvation without hating each 
other. If it is a blessing—and why could it not be?— 
what joys shall we not reap from the destruction in 
ourselves of un-Christian pride and the establishment 
within and without ourselves of a world-wide, heaven- 
high love. 
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Saint Francis was a peacemaker. The early Ter- 
tiaries refused to carry weapons. Why cannot we be 
those who will bridge the gap between the two races, 
which after all have much more in common than not, 
and refuse to carry the deadly weapons of hatred and 
prejudice? 

Saint Francis wanted to be of definite service to his 
fellow men and especially to the little people. Why 
cannot we? Here is a whole people badly in need of 
every service, particularly the service of a Christian 
gesture, smile or word, the service of being awakened 
to the nobleness, not of mere manhood, but of member- 
ship in the Christian family. 

What a harvest we shall reap in turn if we can 
respect, admire and love the image of God and Christ 
in each particular man, whatever his color may be. 
As modern slavery and barbarism threaten the conti- 
nents of Europe, Africa and Asia, we owe this to our 
God, to our father and patron saint, and to our 


country! 


Economic Factors in 
Latin America 


REV. JAMES A. MAGNER, S.T.D. 


Reprinted from Tue Suevp, April, 1942 


greener effort, to fulfil its objective of the 
saving of souls, cannot hope for success by spirit- 
ual appeal alone, but must extend to the entire man, 
body and soul, and include society as well as the indi- 
vidual within its sphere of action. One does not have 
to go far to prove this. The Commandments deal 
specifically with the relations between men in the tem- 
poral order, the distribution of goods, and rights and 
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duties in material things. Christ preached a doctrine 
of social as well as of personal regeneration. The 
Church fulfils its mission in the development of the 
entire personality of man. 

Missionaries have always recognized this truth. 
Moreover, they have realized that the first approach 
to the soul is often through the body. With this in 
mind, they have served in the capacities of doctors, 
nurses, almoners, builders, and even farmers, indus- 
trialists, and business men. When they go among 
primitive and scattered peoples, their task often in- 
cludes the work of teaching people to live in community 
and learn the simplest arts and crafts. 

This was one of the very first problems of the mis- 
sionaries to the Indians in what is today known as 
Latin America. The vigor and thoroughness of their 
work is attested in the career of such men as Don 
Vasco de Quiroga, the first Bishop of Michoacan in 
Mexico, the Franciscans who built the missions as far 
as the Californias, the Jesuits who organized the 
Reducciones of South America, and the clergy and 
Religious who crossed jungles, plains and mountains 
to convert and civilize the backward peoples of the New 
World. 

The problems which faced the missionaries of the 
past are reproduced today. Large masses of people in 
Latin America are still in a stage hardly above sav- 
agery. Others live in pitiful poverty and disease, many 
in drunkenness and vice. A great many who are in- 
cluded as Catholics in official statistics do not have 
the facilities of religion, seldom see a priest, cannot 
afford a school, and rarely attend Mass or receive 
the Sacraments. Even in the cities, where these 
facilities are available, hygienic and physical con- 
ditions are often the most squalid. The lower classes 
live on pittances and insufficient or incorrect food. 
Laziness and crime are encouraged by poor organiza- 
tion of industry and agriculture. 
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That there is a close relation between the material 
aspects of life and morality cannot be doubted. The 
social and economic problems of Latin America are 
tremendous. If, therefore, the Church is to fulfil its 
mission, these problems must be studied in detail today 
and a genuine leadership be assumed in increasing 
measure. Students of the missionary problem will do 
well to study the material backgrounds of the field, 
for which the following outline may serve as an intro- 
duction. 

With the exception of growing commercial activity 
along the coasts stimulated by the British and Ameri- 
can vessels, the Industrial Revolution of the nineteenth 
century failed to make any notable change in Latin- 
American economy. When governments began to gain 
relief from the epidemic of wars and civil strife, some 
coordination and development of economic resources 
began on a national scale, earlier in some countries 
than in others. Immigration began to take an upward 
swing. Railroads and public utilities were built. An 
increasing demand on the part of the United States 
and Europe for minerals and various industrial raw 
materials opened new avenues of wealth. With the 
development of facilities for refrigeration, tremendous 
strides were made in the transportation of meats and 
fruits to foreign markets. The petroleum industry, 
notably in Mexico and Venezuela, has reached world 
proportions. Recent years have brought about the 
development of various industrial plants, although 
not on a scale as to industrialize any of the Latin- 
American countries. 

The basic industry of Latin America is agriculture. 
Thus in 1939, coffee accounted for 40 per cent of Bra- 
zil’s total exports, 49 per cent of Colombia’s, 51 per 
cent of Costa Rica’s, and 84 per cent of El Salvador’s. 
Sugar represented 63 per cent of the exports of the 
Dominican Republic and 72 per cent of those of Cuba. 
Bananas totaled 63 per cent of the exports of Hon- 
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duras. Argentina lives on wheat and beef, these and 
related products constituting 95 per cent of its exports. 
Even where mining is the most important industry 
from the standpoint of trade, agriculture remains 
basic. Thus in Bolivia, where tin amounts to practi- 
cally three-fourths of the exports, fewer than 40,000 
persons in the total population of 3,000,000 are stead- 
ily employed in mining. 

This means for the most part Latin America is able 
to secure either by home production or by import from 
neighboring countries, as in the coffee-wheat exchange 
between Brazil and Argentina, practically all the food 
that it requires for its own consumption. Agricultural 
imports consist largely of purchases in Europe of 
luxury items or items required by certain immigrant 
groups. 


PROBLEMS 


From the standpoint of national economy and world 
trade, it is unfortunate that most of the Latin-Ameri- 
can Republics are dependent upon one or two products, 
as already indicated. As the world demand and prices 
of these staples vary, the value of currency, standard 
of living, and government revenues are immediately 
affected, and disastrously so if the slump is serious. 
Thus sugar in Cuba, coffee as well as quinine and 
rubber in Brazil, and nitrates in Chile have suffered 
grievously as the result of various factors, including 
foreign competition, over-production, development of 
synthetic products, and the monetary or tariff policies 
of the principal importing countries. 

The basic problem is obviously the creation of a 
balanced economy through the development of a di- 
versity of products. A number of Latin-American 
countries are making this effort, by promoting manu- 
facture, encouraging the production of foods now im- 
ported, controlling production and distribution, and 
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establishing reciprocal trade agreements. That the 
gravity of this problem is realized throughout the 
Western Hemisphere is evidenced in various proposals 
of President Vargas of Brazil and by promises made 
by Secretary Sumner Welles at the Rio de Janeiro Con- 
ference held in January, 1942. 


Reciprocal trade agreements are of special impor- 
tance inasmuch as few Latin-America countries are 
prepared to realize a complete economic cycle at this 
time. Both Brazil and Argentina, for example, al- 
though in the foreground of initiative and wealth, are 
deficient in coal and other sources of power. Others 
are low in natural wealth. Many are wanting in tech- 
nical interest and education for a large industrial pro- 
gram. In many, the lack of national cohesion and the 
survival of primitive social and feudal forms for the 
masses of the people hold back the realization of a 
comprehensive and satisfactory economic structure. 

The latter problem is particularly great in countries 
with a large and passive Indian population, bound up 
directly or indirectly in a system of extensive planta- 
tions or latifundias. Concentration of land tenure in 
a few hands has remained over from colonial days, 
having been intensified by the Liberal governments of 
the nineteenth century, and in the case of some tropical 
cultures, such as cane-sugar and bananas, has devel- 
oped from the nature of competition. There are argu- 
ments pro and con for the big estate. Where the 
masses of the laborers live in abject poverty, however, 
on a submerged scale of wages, with a standard of 
living, diet, and way of life out of all decent propor- 
tion to normal urban existence there is grave neces- 
sity for social awareness and reconstruction on the 
part of the leaders and teachers of society. 


SOLUTIONS 


Fundamentally a strong national economy means 
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the development of a rich home market on the prin- 
ciple of both production and consumption. It is im- 
portant that this coordination be kept in mind, or 
more concretely that, at the same time as local indus- 
try is advanced and local resources are exploited for 
production, the workers be paid adequately to pur- 
chase the product of the local market. Any sound eco- 
nomic program in Latin America must therefore be 
formed on the growth of a Christian social conscious- 
ness, with the specific objective of raising the stand- 
ards of living of the people from bottom upwards. 

In this development the Church of Latin America 
can and must assume its legitimate role of guidance 
and initiative. As the principal social institution in 
most communities, it is in the most favored position 
to foster this consciousness and spirit and to promote 
the aspiration for material betterment of the people 
along solid lines. It reaches all levels of society, and is 
therefore in the best position to bring the different 
classes into closer harmony and cooperation. It is in 
a position, wherever not impeded by the government, 
to study the roots of economic problems and to assist 
in building up types of credits, employment, coopera- 
tives, and clearing centers or agencies for enterprise. 
It has every facility for studying the sociological prob- 
lems of the people, housing. hygiene, making recom- 
mendations, and taking action that should mean the 
betterment of individuals and of society from the col- 
lective effort. 

Innumerable societies of men and women, young men 
and young women under the direction of Catholic Ac- 
tion are now engaged throughout Latin America in 
works of education and charity. Workers’ schools 
have been founded and special projects have borne 
notable results, such as Catholic Social Action in Bo- 
gota, Colombia, which has 30,000 members and counts 
among its services legal and hygienic aid, credit serv- 
ice, improvement of workers’ quarters, and the con- 
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struction of houses at low cost. Social legislation has 
been fostered, even under difficult circumstances as 
in Mexico, and efforts have been made to meet the 
agrarian problems in a Christian manner. 

Nevertheless, much remains to be done. The hos- 
tility of certain governments and of selfish individuals 
to social change and uplift, lack of funds and sufficient 
clergy, misunderstanding in many quarters of the 
meaning of social work, and frequent failure to com- 
prehend the problems—all must be faced courageously 
and constantly. The Church has a great task, a tre- 
mendous opportunity. Upon its ability to meet the 
challenge will depend its future position in Latin 
America. 


Catholicism vs. Nazism 


DIETRICH VON HILDEBRAND 
Reprinted from BELGIUM 


i> the present moment we are called as Catholics 
firstly, to understand clearly what totalitarianism 
means, what is the authentic nature of Nazism, what 
is at stake in this terrible struggle, what danger threat- 
ens us; secondly, to give the right response to the situ- 
ation we face, a response issuing from the spirit of 
Christ. We are called to make no compromises with 
this satanic enemy of God and humanity, to refute 
him not merely with certain reservations, and above 
all to avoid the slightest infection by this fatal poison. 

What does Nazism mean? What is the essence of 
this movement, which threatens to conquer the whole 
world? Are all Catholics fully aware of its authentic 
character, of its real features? 
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In order to understand the full horror of totali- 
tarianism and its character as the most radical antithe- 
sis of Christianity—in order fully to realize the ter- 
rible danger, which threatens us and the whole of 
humanity—we must first recall the Christian concep- 
tion of the relations between state and individual, a 
conception whose consequences subsisted even in many 
Christian and anti-Christian States. The differ- 
ent liberal States lived unconsciously and involun- 
tarily on the Christian heritage, which totalitarianism 
for the first time destroys systematically. According 
to Christian doctrine the State has a strictly limited 
sphere of competence. Our Lord says: “Render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 
things that are God’s.” 

Man is created for God and his primary end is not to 
be a useful means for the State—but to be trans- 
formed into Christ and to attain an eternal communion 
with God. Earthly life embraces various spheres and 
the public sphere confided to the State is only one 
among many others and by no means the highest one. 
There is, for instance, the religious sphere confided to 
the Church, which is above the State and which never 
can tolerate an enslavement by the State. There is 
the sphere of intimate personal life—which is un- 
folded in marriage and family and must remain with- 
drawn to a large extent from all interference of the 
State. There is finally the life of the soul where the 
person must, following his own conscience, conform 
to the will of God, and where no merely human instance 
has to interfere. 

We must never forget that according to the Christian 
conception the individual person ranks highly above 
all states. The person has ontologically and morally 
an infinitely higher value than any natural community. 

Thus the State has a strictly limited sphere of com- 
petence—the public sphere—the res publica. And its 
legitimate authority expires as soon as it surpasses 
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these God-given limits interfering in the intimate 
realms of personal life. We encounter in history from 
time to time the attempt of Caesar to surpass these 
limits in some case or other—and always the Church 
opposed these attempts in protecting the freedom of 
the intimate life of the person. 

Nevertheless the greatest number of despots were 
only interested in depriving the individual of his rights 
as citizen—but not in dominating the intimate life of 
the individual. In totalitarianism—for the first time 
in human history—the State systemically admits no 
limits whatever to its competence and arrogates the 
right to interfere in every realm of human life—and 
to dominate the individual as well as all other com- 
munities. It admits no other authority than its own— 
it arrogates God-like functions. 

Totalitarianism means that the human person and 
all other communities are exclusively means for the 
State—that man belongs to the State body and soul, 
that nothing is excluded from the control and sov- 
ereignty of the State. Man has exclusively a value in 
so far as he is a useful means for the State. All con- 
science, free will and all spontaneous life of man shall 
be thus extinguished. Man shall become a machine— 
functioning automatically when the State turns the 
switch—Gleichschaltung (mechanical coordination) is 
the great word of the Nazi. This means not only a 
complete destruction of all individuality—introducing 
a complete uniformity and destroying the charm and 
richness of human life but what is much worse—a 
complete instrumentalization and mechanization of 
man—a spiritual desubstantialization—a destruction 
of the authentic life of the soul. 

But, unfortunately, totalitarianism is not merely 4 
theory—it has become a cruel, tremendous reality. 
This conception of human life has been brought into 
reality, with an unheard of logic. So we must be aware 
that the several facts—which I will quote now—are 
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not accidental exaggerations or abuses, but the conse- 
quent and systematic application of totalitarianism, 
revealing the very essence of this spirit. 

In April 1933 Mr. Schemm, the director of national 
education, declared before the assembled professors of 
the University in Munich: “Henceforth the question 
whether something is true or not will have no more 
importance—but exclusively the question, whether 
something agrees with the National Socialist revolu- 
tion or not, will count.” 

It means the deposition of truth, which is according 
to Christian philosophy the supreme judge, the ulti- 
mate measure to which we shall conform. It means the 
substitution of conformity with the arbitrary opinion 
of the State for the great decisive question in human 
life: “what is true?” 

According to Christian doctrine man is obliged to 
search for truth and to conform to truth—and our 
Lord says: “Everyone who is of the truth hears my 
voice.” 

Also from a merely natural point of view truth is 
the great end, for which humanity strives—and even 
all errors were proffered under the banner of truth. 
Those who professed errors at least respected the de- 
cisive importance of truth and professed this respect, 
claiming truth for their erroneous theories. But totali- 
tarianism declares truth something unimportant—and 
denies man the most elementary right of striving for 
truth, even more—it forces man to neglect this most 
elementary duty. This is not only a theory nor a 
single case—this is the daily practice in Nazi Germany. 

Another fact shows us the same illimited pretention 
of the State in its interference in the realm of family. 

A very dignified man in Germany told me the fol- 
lowing story: His thirteen-year-old boy was neglect- 
ing his work more and more since he joined the Hitler 
Youth. Once the boy wanted to go out to the movies 
before doing his work. The father insisted that he 
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should not go out. The boy asked: “Is this your last 
word?” And as the father answered “yes,” the boy 
replied: “Do you remember that a year ago on a cer- 
tain day you expressed various criticisms concerning 
the Nazi regime? If you insist I may not go out, I 
may tell the Hitler Youth something about your erst- 
while remarks.” 

I do not need to point out the terrible humiliation 
of this father and the catastrophic consequences. Un- 
dermining all paternal authority is not a single case— 
it is the general practice in Nazi Germany. Many par- 
ents have been imprisoned in concentration camps 
through their children. It is not an accidental effect 
of the Nazi regime, but a logical and inevitable conse- 
quence of totalitarianism. The children are forced to 
spy upon their parents. The sacred realm of the fam- 
ily is intentionally violated—because it has no longer 
any right of its own, it is nothing else but an instru- 
ment for the State. 

The following fact perhaps reveals the monstrosity 
of totalitarianism even more clearly. In 1934 a pro- 
fessor of medical law in Heidelberg told me on the 
occasion of a visit in Vienna, that he had protested to 
the Nazi authorities because among the 400 sterilized 
people four women died as a consequence of their 
sterilization, which could have been easily avoided by 
proceeding with greater caution in the respective 
operations. The answer he got from those authorities 
was: “This kind of material does not interest us. Why 
should we use more precaution?” Human beings, with 
an immortal soul, are considered exclusively as “‘mate- 
rial” of which the State can dispose at its pleasure. 
The totalitarian State considers them as its exclusive 
property, like any material thing. And you all know 
that this State restricts sterilization not only to ill 
people, but arbitrarily subjects to it all people 
whose convictions do not conform to Nazi principles. 
This State dissolves marriages without the consent 
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of the espoused, it destroys the elementary right of a 
man to choose whom he wants to marry. No intimate 
sphere whatever is withdrawn from the brutal inter- 
ference of the State. 

Some months ago the gravely wounded soldiers, for 
instance those who lost both eyes or both legs—were 
killed in Germany by euthanasia because they were of 
no more use for the war. Those who fought for their 
country are discarded like an outworn utensil or a 
decrepit horse, as soon as they can no more be used as 
instruments of the State. 

And the decree of October 28, 1939, issued by Himm- 
ler goes even still farther. I quote: “Beyond the pale 
of civil laws and customs which in other circumstances 
are perhaps necessary, it will be possible for German 
women and girls of good blood to take upon them- 
selves the high privilege of becoming, even out of wed- 
lock, mothers to children of soldiers called to the 
colors, of whom fate alone knows whether they will 
return or die for Germany.” 

Totalitarianism does not even shrink from the in- 
strumentalization and desecration of this most inti- 
mate sphere of man, which God has destined to the 
expression of the deepest union of love in the Sacra- 
ment of Marriage. Let us fully realize that no despot, 
no tyrant of former times, ever aimed to establish a 
totalitarian State. He did not aspire to control com- 
pletely the will and intellect of every subject—to pre- 
scribe, who has the right of procreation, suppress the 
free choice of mates, to dissolve marriage without the 
consent of the couple. Even a slave was not deprived 
to such an extent of all human activity as the citizen 
of Nazi Germany today. 

If we understand what totalitarianism means, then 
we can have a presentiment of what is at stake in the 
present struggle. Then we become aware that the al- 
ternative for us is not: Democracy on the one hand 
and an authoritarian form of state on the other hand— 
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but totalitarian abolition of all human life on the one 
hand and a human life in all its plenitude on the other 
hand. It would be ridiculous to believe totalitarianism 
to be merely an undemocratic conception of the State, 
a substitution for parliamentarianism by a dictator- 
ship, a falling back to former times. The essential] 
contract is not to be found in the political sphere but 
in the metaphysical sphere. The specific mark of totali- 
tariansm is that the State—whatever may be its politi- 
cal form—arrogates the right to interfere in all realms 
of human life, that it admits no limits whatever to its 
competence. If a majority vote should introduce totali- 
tarianism it would be as repugnant as a totalitarianism 
introduced by a despot. 

The present war is really in the full sense of the 
word a world war, not only because the struggle is 
spread all over the world—but above all because the 
stake of this war concerns questions which are of a 
fundamental importance for every man, which touch 
deeply the most intimate life of every individual and 
the community life of every nation—because the goods 
at stake have a world-wide importance. 

But in order to understand fully what threatens us 
in the case of a Nazi victory, we must also realize what 
it is that Nazism wants to force upon all nations and 
every individual, with an unheard of terror. Nazism 
is not only the absolute antithesis to Christianity by 
its formal character of totalitarianism, but even still 
more by the creed which it professes. 

The Divine Revelation says: “And God created man 
after his own image.”’ Man as a spiritual] person is the 
highest of all earthly creatures—created by God and 
for God. Fecisti nos ad te Domine—“Thou has created 
us for Thee”—says Saint Augustine. Man alone has 
an immortal soul—and each individual soul will subsist 
in eternity, when heaven and earth shall have passed. 
And in this nobility of human nature participate all 
human beings independent of their binod and race. 
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But Hitler says: “Between a man of a higher race and 
a lower race there is a greater difference than between 
a man of a lower race and a monkey.” Again, our 
Lord says: “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Nazism 
says: “Charity is nothing but a shameful weakness. 
The strong shall smash the weak. Compassion is a 
crime. Contrition is a lack of virility, humility is the 
privilege of a coward—justice is a result of intellectual 
decadence.” 

Innumerable cruelties and crimes have been com- 
mitted in the history of humanity—but never before 
have cruelty and crime, the radical negation of all 
morality, been the very essence of a creed, the prin- 
ciple of a society. 

A German lady has been sentenced to a month in 
prison because she gave one cigarette to a poor Polish 
worker. The most humble act of charity is considered 
by Nazism as a crime of State. 

One should know what happens every day in the con- 
centration camps where thousands of innocent people 
are imprisoned. Not only day by day are the prisoners 
tortured physically in the most unbelievable manner— 
but also the most refined methods are employed to 
torture them mentally. There was a young man in a 
concentration camp who was longing for a letter from 
his beloved mother. Every day he asked whether his 
mother had not written. Once an S. S. man came and 
showed him a letter, saying: “Well, you see, finally the 
letter from your mother came.” When the young man, 
full of joy, wanted to seize it, the S. S. man laughingly 
tore the letter to pieces before his eyes and forced him 
to throw it away. 

All these cruelties are not performed as a result of 
a fit of anger but according to a premeditated plan. 
The S. S. men have to go through a training of three 
months in order to learn the methods which shall be 
applied in the concentration camps. But the innocent 
shall not only suffer physically and mentally, in an 
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unheard of manner—their dignity as a person also 
shall be morally broken. 

The son of the former Reichspresident Ebert has 
been forced to repeat twenty times a day: “My father 
was a pig, a criminal, a rascal.” If he refused to say 
these words, he was beaten until he could no longer 
stand the pain and began to insult his defunct father. 

This intention of smashing the moral dignity of the 
person is one of the most typical marks of Nazism. An 
infernal hatred of the human person—his soul, his 
spiritual nature—pervades all of Nazism, an anti- 
personalism which in the last analysis is the satanic 
hatred of the God-Man—Christ Himself. 

The great liar and perjurer, Hitler, once did not lie 
when on March 138, 1933, in the brown house of Mu- 
nich, being asked by Goebbels: “My Fuehrer, what 
about Christianity?” he answered: “I will smash 
Christianity, I will tear up all its roots and efface all 
its traces.” Two months later Hitler signed the Con- 
cordat with the Vatican. 

Pope Pius XI stigmatized this premeditated cam- 
paign against Christianity and Hitler’s dishonest in- 
tention in signing the Concordat in the Encyclical 
letter Mit brennender Sorge: “The experience of the 
past years fixes the responsibility. It discloses in- 
trigues which from the beginning had no other aim 
than a war of extermination.” 

The fatal persecution of the Church by Nazism is 
well known. All Catholic organizations have been ex- 
terminated, no Catholic review is allowed to appear. 
One monastery after the other has been dissolved— 
there are no more Catholic schools. No pastor dares 
any more to announce openly the word of God—as he 
knows that Gestapo agents are spying in the church. 
Somebody may object, such symptoms are to be found 
often in history, that is nothing exceptional. It must 
be said—those symptoms are only a small part of the 
systematic de-Christianization. Catholic education has 
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not only been completely suppressed—but radical anti- 
Christian education has been substituted for it. The 
children must join the Hitler Youth and infernal 
hatred against all that which is Christian is implanted 
in their souls. It is not only an education that is anti- 
religious, but which denies with a ruthless consequence 
all Christian influence in the realm of morality, of law, 
of culture and of social relations. The spirit which 
animates this education is clearly revealed in innum- 
erable official statements. I only quote the following: 
“Our belief is the Fuehrer’s world philosophy and while 
we hold that belief, we can have no other. No man can 
serve two masters.” Again: “German blood and Chris- 
tian baptismal water can never be reconciled.” Still 
further: “The Ten Commandments are the expression 
of the lowest instincts of man.” Finally: “How did 
Christ die? Wailing on the cross. How did Planetta 
die? With ‘Heil Hitler’.” (Planetta was the murderer 
of the Catholic chancellor Dollfuss.) 

Obviously a completely wrong notion of the Church 
is at the base of this attitude. The Holy Church does 
not defend her own interests—as a party, a club, a 
state do—but the interests of the Kingdom of God. 
God is offended by any injustice as such, by any atti- 
tude which disagrees with the holy face of Christ— 
independent of whether or not the object of this in- 
justice is a Catholic. 

Saint Ambrose, before refusing the emperor Theo- 
dosius admittance to the Holy Service, did not ask 
whether the 6,000 persons killed in Samos on the 
order of Theodosius were Catholics or not. The fact 
that his hands were sullied with innocent blood was 
enough to render him unworthy to appear in the sanc- 
tuary. Every sin concerns the Holy Church and is felt 
by the Mystical Body of Christ as a wound, because it 
is inflicted on her Head—our Lord Jesus Christus. 

A great hour has come for the Holy Church. Nazism 
clearly reveals the monstrosity of a world in which 
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the holy light of Christ has been completely extin- 
guished—where all traces of Christian thought and 
Christian life have been systematically effaced. It is 
the greatest reductio ad absurdum of all anti-Christian 
tendencies the world ever witnessed. It could become 
the hour of a great awakening of all the non-Christian 
world, as our Holy Father Pius XII pointed out in his 
first Encyclical letter after the outbreak of the war. 
But this hour, therefore, also involves a tremendous 
responsibility for us Catholics. All indifference against 
totalitarianism, all defeatism, all lack of an unalter- 
able will of victors, and still more all clandestine sym- 
pathy with the totalitarians, is one of the scandals of 
which our Lord says: “Woe to the world because of 
scandals!” 

It is a disavowal of Christ and simultaneously a 
discrediting of Catholicism in an hour which calls in 
a unique way for an apostolic mission. Let us realize 
that as Catholics we have no excuse whatever for a 
dubious attitude toward Nazism and all totalitarian 
ideology. The nature of Nazism is so obvious that 
there is no excuse for blindness. 

We must become the center of an invincible resist- 
ance against totalitarianism. Again, we must always 
stress that the most elementary indispensable basis of 
any human life is at stake in this war, that no sacrifices 
are too great for this stake. If all the others would 
weaken in their will for victory we Catholics must 
stand firm in our resistance and hope. We must be- 
come the center of unity in this war—because as 
Catholics we know best that all those things which make 
life worthy of living depends upon the defeat of 
Hitler. 

Our Lord said: “He who is not for me is against 
me.” And in this great decisive hour of Humanity we 
must transcribe this word: “He who is not against 
Nazism is against Christ.” 














Some Things New and Old 


SCAPULAR OF CARMEL 


Is it necessary that the Scapular of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel be woven of wool, or may one use 
the scapulars made of felt that some church goods 
stores supply? 

The best reply to this question is to go to the chief 
source on this matter, the Prior General of the Car- 
melite Order, the Most Rev. Father Hilary M. Doswald, 
who had this to say about the making and circulation 
of scapulars made of felt. 

“In spite of official warnings,” said Father Doswald, 
“the sale of these worse than useless articles is still 
going on. In fact, the new orders that usually begin 
to come in from retailers about the time of year for 
the First Holy communion sets would tend to increase 
this unworthy practice, since it is principally in these 
First Communion sets that so many felt scapulars 
are used. 


“The result will be that the Scapular enrollment of 
many first communicants will be null and void, and 
that both these first communicants and all those others 
who wear the felt scapulars will be deprived of the 
many privileges and indulgences granted to Scapular 
wearers.” 

The reason why emphasis is placed on the scapulars 
being of wool is that, in the statement of the Prior 
General, when in the thirteenth century the Scapular 
was given by the Blessed Virgin during a vision to 
Saint Simon Stock, who was Prior General of the 
Order, the habit of the Carmelite Friars was made 
only of woolen cloth. 

Some of the old Religious Orders, the Prior General 
explained, including that of the Carmelite Order, still 
demand woolen cloth in their habits, and the use of 
woolen cloth is written into their Constitutions. 
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SoME THINGS NEW AND OLD 





PAPAL NATIONALITY 


If the Catholic Church is universal, why ts it that 
only an Italian Cardinal can be elected Pope? 


It is only relatively true to say that only an Italian 
can be elected Pope; just as it is only relatively true 
to say that only a Cardinal can be so elected. 

There is nothing whatever to prevent the Cardinals 
in Conclave electing a non-Italian. Indeed, during the 
Conclave in 1939 there were rumors (no doubt ill- 
founded) that an American and a Canadian were likely 
candidates for election. 


But it is only in comparatively recent times, recent 
that is, in so ancient an institution as the Catholic 
Church, that the selection of a candidate for the 
Papacy has been limited to Italians. After all, it must 
be remembered that strictly speaking the Cardinals 
in Conclave do not really elect a Pope: they elect a 
Bishop for the diocese of Rome, and the Bishop-elect 
of Rome becomes Pope by that very election. 

As a matter of fact it is only since 1523, when Car- 
dinal Julius dei Medici was elected as Pope Clement 
VII, that the Popes have been exclusively Italian. The 
predecessor of this Pope, who was the last of the non- 
Italians raised to the Chair of Peter, was Cardinal 
Adrian Boyens, a Dutchman, who ascended the Papal 
throne as Pope Adrian VI. 

Since the Lateran Treaty of 1929, whoever is elected 
Pope ceases to be an Italian citizen, that is, ceases to 
be a subject of the Italian Crown. He becomes an 
independent Ruler, and as Sovereign of the State of 
Vatican City, is the chief citizen of that State, and 
quite independent in international law of the Italian 
civil power. 

The Cardinals are perfectly free to elect an Ameri- 
can, a German, an Irishman, or even an Englishman, 
or any other member of the Sacred College. 








